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School Vision and Ethos Statement

We encourage all members of the Falcons Community to respect one another, to know that everyone
has an important part to play in making the school as good as it can be, to take responsibility and be
responsible, to strive for excellence and to try one’s best in everything we do.

Our vision for Falcons Primary School is to be recognised as a school that values uniqueness, where
children are provided with the skills to enable them to become:

* successful learners
* responsible citizens
* creative thinkers and
* reflective individuals.

SIKH ETHOS

The school draws on the teaching of the Sikh faith and is committed to providing not only an
academic education, but one that will also encompass an underlying message of unity, equality and
respect. High morals, discipline, love, compassion and selfless service towards all regardless of faith,
gender or colour. Falcon School will embrace a universal, inclusive approach to spirituality.

AIMS

To achieve our vision, we aim for all pupils, staff, governors and parents to:

e  Work in unity to make Falcons School a welcoming, stimulating and successful school.
Encourage good manners, self-discipline and the desire to be enthusiastic learners who grow
into forward thinking responsible citizens who respect, value and care for themselves and
others.

e Provide an ethos with clear boundaries and expectations, enabling all children to succeed
and to reach their full potential confidently, in a safe and supportive environment.

e Become excellent lifelong learners who are independent and prepared for the wider world
and aim high to achieve aspirational goals.

This school is commted to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Falcons Primary School is a Sikh faith school that welcomes and supports pupils, staff and
visitors practicing their faith.

Falcons Primary School welcomes staff and visitors who choose to practice their faith and
accept individual staff and visitors may have specific practices in relation to their dress, diet,
religious observance and practice etc. Staff and visitors who are confident about their faith
can be good role models for pupils.

Falcons Primary School recognises the decision by any Sikh pupil to begin wearing a Dastar
(either a full turban or a Patka head covering) or to receive Amrit through the Amrit Sanchar
ceremony (often referred to as baptism and baptism ceremony), this will be will be a
momentous decision, that will not be taken lightly due to the responsibilities it places on the
pupil in many aspects of their life including dress, diet, religious observance and practice.

Falcons Primary School recognises that for a newly Dastar wearing or Amritdhari (a person
who has received Amrit) adult or pupil the decision will likely require changes to their lifestyle
and Falcons Primary School is committed to working with the pupil and the p u p ifamily.s

Falcons Primary School recognises that only a small minority of primary school age pupils
are likely to receive Amrit. As this is more likely to occur at a Sikh faith school, than other

schools, Governors have agreed this policy which sets out a broad approach to the Dastar
and the five Kakaars.

Just as the decision to start wearing a Dastar or to receive Amrit is always a personal

decision for an individual and about their own spiritual development, this policy should not be

viewed as a one-size-fits-a | | ’ policy but a bualswiththdrepiritusd uppor t i i
development whilst providing for all within our school community.

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Dastar
For Sikhs, as well as having religious significance, the Dastar is also of exceptional
importance to the cultural identity of Sikhs.

The keeping of uncut hair and the wearing of a Dastar are an integral part of the Sikh faith.
However not all Sikhs choose to practice this and many do cut their hair.

Both male and female Sikhs can choose to wear a Dastar. There is no lower or upper age
limit for wearing of a Dastar. Generally, children will wear a Patka - a head covering
consisting of a square of cloth with tassels tied tightly around the head and holding the hair
securely in a bun. Older children and adults will generally choose to wear a full turban.

The Dastar is treated as an integral part of the body which devout Sikhs will wear at all times
and will not wear anything under or over it such as a hat or cap. The Dastar is held in high
esteem by a Sikh and to request a Sikh to remove his / her Dastar will usually be felt to be
an offensive request. Many Sikhs will define their Dastar as an article of faith.
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The Five Kakaars

The five Kakaars ( of t e rarearticlesof faitle that dareaeqaired tabb e

worn or maintained on their body at all times by an Amritdhari Sikh. The five Kakaars are
Kara (steel or iron bracelet), Kirpan (sword), Kanga (small wooden comb), Kachera (cotton
baggy underwear secured with a drawstring) and Kes (uncut hair).

It is mandatory for an Amritdhari Sikh to keep the five Kakaars including the Kirpan on their
person at all times. This practice is a lifetime requirement and commitment to the point that
on death the five Kakaars remain on the body even at cremation. The five Kakaars are worn
at all times and may be adjusted on the body during time of taking a shower or bath.

Non-Amritdhari Sikhs may also wear or carry some of the five Kakaars. However, in the
case of the Kirpan, due to its special treatment in UK law, it is only permitted for an
Amritdhari Sikh to wear or carry a Kirpan.

The Kirpan

The Kirpan is a curved and blunted piece of (usually) iron which resembles a blade with a
handle; the Kirpan is contained in a sheath. It is worn in a Gatra (strap) which wraps across
the body usually from the right shoulder to the left side of the waist over or underneath the
indi vi dual s c¢cl ot hing

The word Kirpan is made up of two words, Kirpa (compassion or mercy) and Aan (honour or
dignity). It represents the principle of the Sikh faith requiring the wearer to have constant
regard to their duty towards maintaining human dignity, upholding justice, defending the
weak and oppressed against tyranny and exercising mercy and compassion. The Kirpan is
also viewed as a gift bestowed by the Guru to honour the Sikhs.

The Kirpan is part of a spiritual discipline and an Amritdhari Sikh wearing a Kirpan lives in
accordance with the Rehat Maryada (Sikh code of conduct). An Amritdhari Sikh is dedicated
towards spiritual advancement. To view the Kirpan as a weapon would be offensive and
would be to miss its religious significance.

The Kirpan, as all five Kakaars, is an article of faith. It will generally not be acceptable to an
Amritdhari Sikh for the actual article of faith to be replaced by a 'symbol' or 'symbolic item'
which depicts a Kirpan.

The Kara

The Kara is a steel or iron bracelet usually worn on the right wrist. It is usually plain and
unadorned. As a child grows he / she will change their Kara regularly to a bigger size to
allow for their own growth. To avoid the risk of physical harm or injury to the wearer or others
the school requests that the Kara is plain and unadorned.

The Kara is in the shape of a circle signifying the eternal nature of God of having no

beginning and no end. The constant wearing of the Kara acts as a reminder to the wearer to
use their hands to do good deeds only.
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Whilst it is mandatory for Amritdhari adults and pupils to wear a Kara at all times most non-
Amritdhari Sikhs will also wear a Kara.

3. LEGAL RIGHTS
In preparing this policy, Falcons Primary School has sought advice from Sikh Council UK
who have given general advice in relation to Sikhs and specific advice in relation to the
Dastar and five Kakaars and specifically in relation to the Kirpan and Kara.

General guidance by Sikh Council UK includes:

Under UK law, Sikhs are considered to be both an ethnic and religious group and are
therefore protected from racial as well as religious discrimination. The provisions and
protections offered by the Equality Act 2010 would apply.

The Human Rights Act 1998 sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms that
everyone in the UK is entitled to. In particular the following two articles of the Human
Rights Act 1998 are particularly relevant:
o Article 9 - Freedom of thought, belief and religion
e Article 14 - Protection from discrimination in respect of these rights and
freedoms

These rights further benefit from case law which generally supports the rights of Sikhs and
Amritdhari Sikhs to carry or wear their articles of faith.

The Dastar

In relation to staff and visitors, the Deregulation Act 2015 would apply, which extended an
existing limited exemption from having to wear safety helmets for turban wearing Sikhs to all
workplaces.. The change also provides protection for employers by extending the current
limitation on liability for employers in the construction industry to any work situation where a
turban-wearing Sikh chooses not to wear a safety helmet. There still remain very limited
exceptions, such as for specific roles in the emergency services or armed forces.

In relation to pupils, the general protections offered by the Equality Act 2010 and the Human
Rights Act 1998 would apply and it would be an offence for a school to not allow the wearing
of a Dastar for a Sikh pupil as part of its uniform requirements.

The Kirpan

Sikh CouncilUKg ui dance daoidaoceferihe Weéaring of Kirpan by an Amritdhari
Student i n an Edu c aontaiosdatiledrmatibnl of thee eam | the WK.

The following is a short extract:

The relevant provisions in UK law that applies to the wearing of a Kirpan by an

Amritdhari Sikh are to be found in the Offensive Weapons Act 1996 and in the

Criminal Justice Act 1988. Both pieces of legislation provide a specific defence in

| aw where the possession is ‘For Religious
sections relating to schools.
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The defence referred to in the Offensive Weapons Act 1996 and in the Criminal Justice Act
1988 would apply to staff, visitors and pupils and it would be an offence for a school to not
allow the wearing of a Kirpan by a pupil.

The Kara

In relation to adults and pupils, the general protections offered by the Equality Act 2010 and
the Human Rights Act 1998 would apply and it would be an offence for a school to not allow
the wearing of a Kara for a Sikh pupil.

4. GOVERNING BODY CONSIDERATIONS
Governors understand they are ultimately responsible for all aspects of the school under
their control and that they have duties towards their pupils, staff and the wider community.
In exercise of these duties and responsibilities Governors are aware they will need to pay
due regards to the health, safety, welfare and security of all the school community.

Governors are also mindful that included within this community is the newly Dastar wearing
or Amritdhari adult or pupil for whose welfare and spiritual needs they also have
responsibilities and duties to provide clear provisions within UK law that allows a newly
Dastar wearing or Amritdhari adult or pupil to practice their faith (including the right of an
Amritdhari adult or pupil to carry or wear a Kirpan) are fundamental rights that cannot be
altered, limited or removed by the Governors.

Governors recognise the particular sensitivities the wearing of a Kirpan may create amongst
others in the school community and seek to balance the right to wear a Kirpan by an
Amritdhari adult or pupil with proper consideration for the health, safety, welfare and security
of all within the school community.

Governors also recognise the need to be mindful of any risks to the pupil or others of
wearing a Kirpan or Kara during particular activities and that these risks may be more
pronounced when a pupil is younger and / or newly Amritdhari. In these circumstances the
school has a responsibility to balance the health, safety and welfare of all whilst being
supportive to the pupil.

Governors agree the following points of principle:

1. Governors cannot foresee any circumstances in which the wearing of a Dastar, Kanga
or Kachera or the maintaining of uncut Kes by adults and pupils within the school would
be problematic.

2. The wearing of a Kara is allowable for all Sikhs in all circumstances within the school
but for pupils may be subject to practical guidelines in relation to specific activities.

3. The wearing of a Kirpan is only allowable for an Amritdhari Sikh who wears all five
Kakaars and understands their spiritual significance.

4. Whilst accepting the practicalities of wearing a Kirpan including its size, how it is worn
will vary from person to person dependant on personal belief, there will be some
general practical guidelines expected to be followed.

5. The Headteacher of the school should be made aware of all Amritdhari pupils who wear
the Kirpan.

5. PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR FALCONS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Falcons Primary School encourages families to keep the Headteacher informed as the family
and pupil make the important decision to take Amrit and become an Amritdhari. This will
ensure all those involved with the care and education of the pupil are prepared and the
school recognises the important step taken and is able to support the pupil.

The Dastar

Provision shall be made by the Governors for the Dastar to be included as part of the school
uniform in the schools Uniform Policy. The Uniform Policy shall state the colour of the
Dastar that is acceptable for pupils of Falcons Primary School and pupils will be expected to
comply with the colour requirement for their Dastar. The school recognises that the style of
Dastar may vary and that pupils may wear a Patka during physical activities. Provision shall
be made for pupils to be able to re-tie or adjust their Dastar if required by way of a mirror in
the changing rooms.

The Kirpan

The Senior Leadership Team at Falcons Primary School should be aware of all pupils who
are Amritdhari and wear a Kirpan. Parents and pupils will be made aware of the requirement
to inform the School when a pupil is wearing a Kirpan. This will be done by ensuring parents
are aware of this policy through the School website, newsletters, p a r e mdetigs and at
the time of enrolment at the school.

Upon becoming aware of a pupil wearing a Kirpan or planning to wear a Kirpan the school
will arrange to meet with the parents and the pupils to discuss the practical aspects of
wearing the Kirpan. The following points are expected to be observed by pupils and will
form the basis of discussion with the parents and pupil:

¢ The Kirpan will only be allowed to be carried by an Amritdhari pupil who has
undergone the Amrit Sanchar ceremony and carries all five Kakaars or those that
preparing to take Amrit.

¢ The pupil should have an understanding of the spiritual significance of the Amrit
Sanchar, and the five Kakaars including the Kirpan. Governors recognise that
primary age pupils may only have a limited and developing understanding and that a
responsibility of the school is to provide for the spiritual needs of the pupil to help
develop their understanding.

¢ The Kirpan should be of a small size.

¢ The Kirpan should only be worn under the clothes at all times.

e The Kirpan should never be taken from its sheath and a suitable clasp or mechanism
to ensure it is not easily removed should be incorporated.

e The Kirpan and its sheath should be encased in a suitably padded enclosure and
strapped securely to the body to ensure it does not move about freely during sports
lessons and physical activities. It may be more practical for the whole Kirpan and
sheath to be secured in an internal padded pocket during sports such as swimming.

Amritdhari adults including staff and visitors will not be subject to any restrictions in their
wearing of a Kirpan. Governors recognise the importance of adults as role models for our
pupils and in view of the importance of adult role modelling and to ensure consistency of
practice, the following guidelines would be expected to be observed by adults:
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¢ The Kirpan will only be allowed to be carried by an Amritdhari person who has
undergone the Amrit Sanchar ceremony and carries all five Kakaars.

¢ The Kirpan should be of a small size.

e For staff and regular visitors, the Kirpan should be worn under the clothes at all
times.

e There will be no restriction on occasional visitors or those in religious dress who may
wear their Kirpan over their clothes and whose Kirpan may be of a bigger size.

e The Kirpan should never be removed from its sheath.

The Kara

The Senior Leadership Team at Falcons Primary School will have due regard to any risks
associated with the wearing of the Kara during physical activities. In circumstances where
there is a risk of physical harm either to the wearer or to others, the school may put in place
proportionate requirements for the treatment of the Kara. This may include covering the Kara
with a sweatband or if this is not possible, and as a last resort to ensure safety of all pupils,
removing the Kara and placing the Kara in a secure and padded pouch within clothing. All
attempts should be made to ensure Amritdhari pupils are not separated from their Kara.
Parents shall be informed of these requirements.

SCOPE
The provisions of this policy shall apply at all times the pupil is engaged in Falcons Primary
School activities including off-site activities.

This policy is agreed by Governors and sets out the broad approach of the school towards
the Dastar and the five Kakaars. The policy is supportive towards those who wear a Dastar
and / or the five Kakaars and shall be followed by all within the school community. Whilst
Governors expect the policy to be followed as far as is practicably possible at all times any
departure from the provisions of the policy shall be in exceptional circumstances and at the
Headt eacher ' s Anysuchrdepariure shallderépgrted to Governors.

Falcons Primary Sch o o | believes faith is an important asp
school has a role in supporting pupils develop their understanding and practice of their faith.

Whilst this policy refers to important aspects of the Sikh faith, Falcons Primary School would

endeavour to support any pupil of any faith in a similar way.
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